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Woup FRODUCTY, LLC 120, Box 156« Portage, ME 04758 » (107 435-6T4 | » Fan [207) 435-3111

March 5, 2010
ghief,.s;eeﬂonnof Adminisrasion Office o Procesdings
S e Board MAR - 9 2010
98 F Street, SW Part of
Washington, DC 20423 public Recoro

Re:  Docket No. AB-1043 (Sub-Ne. 1}, Mortreal, Malne & Atlantic
Railway, Lid, - Discontfnuance of Service and Abandonment - In
Arzostonk and Penobacot Conntis, Mabse
Dear Ms. Brown:

T am writing 10 yon s the Manujing Direcior of Portage Wood Products, L1.C, located at
Portage Lake, Maine. ‘We are a Siardwoind chipping facility that depends on rail to transport tar
Troduss to market.

We request tha the Surface Teansporiation Board bold-a public hearing in Maine on the
proposed abandorenent of the Madswaska to Miltinocket riif line, ax well as several branch lines
i noxthern Muine,

The rall lines that have boen proposed for abmdonment hive provided an essenal
temnsportation link so northern Maing for over n hundred yosrs. ‘The rail lines continue t see
beavy traffic. transposting wood products, paper products; and other consuedities. The rail lnes
have allowed the rich o] rsources of rortham Maine to-be transported 1o custatners in other
regions of'the Elnited States. Additionally; thi ruil Tinos have facifitated trads between Canada
and the United States.

On Febropey 23, 2010, the Montreal, Maive & Atiantic Rafiway filéd an abandopment
application at the Board, sccking spproval to abandon rail opersiions on and penmansmi tenjove
these vail lines. A cossation of rail service woukd bo catastrophic for the northem Maine region,

, causiag the loas of jobs and untold hardship for local pommunities. When lagal citfeens loge
their esil-dependent jobs thert is 2 great Tkclibood that additional hm-m.smhnmm
industrics, will also be adverssly affectnd,

A public hearing woitld provide local citizens, busineises, elected officials and sthers an
opporiuity 15 voica thelr conacens 3o the Hoard regarding the proposed abandonment.
Purthermore, the Roard would gain insight into the importsce of 2l sarvics to the aree, as well
ulhmtmpmoﬂhtmmwwwﬁ. There is significarit communily avareness
of and concesn about the abandonment applicetion, snd a-puble heating in Maltse Would
facilitats public input.on the Board's evaluation of the application,

Thaik you for your cousidertion.




